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Uncle  Saju  ’e  Forest  Rangers  are  chargee’.  the  protect lortj, 

development  and  supervision  of  the  use  of  the  National  Forests*  They 
CO  net  however  trsurp  any  of  the  functions  of  the  local  police  or 
.Judiciary  officers.  Some  of  their  most  delicate  prohlsms  arise  through 
attempts  of  local  residents  to  induce  them  to  assume  police  or  judicial 
powers  in  private  disputes.  This,  of  course^  they  cannot  do*  Recently 
commenting  upon  his  inspection  of  the  Hatlorial  Forests  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  said: 

‘'The  outstanding  impression  In  my  mind  was  the  universally 
fine  esprit  de  oos^pso  Everjnj^liere  the  men  think  first,  last  and  all  the 
time  about  the  public  interest  as  contrasted  with  the  regional  or 
private  interesto  Again  and  aga.in  I asked  how  it  happened  that  so  many 
men  had  become  filled  with  the  necessary  courage  and  intelligence  to 
act  for  the  long-time^  general  irtereet  instead  of  the  short-time  local 
and  political  interesto 

"With  all  their  allegiance  to  the  long  time  public  interest, 
the  Forest  Service  men  have  been  amazingly  tactful  in  dealing  with  the 
local  commtmities.  Hiey  have  engaged  in  a long,  slow  program  of  education 
and  as  a result  the  loo?il  people  have  confidence  in  the  Forest  Service  men^ 

'*The  financial  income  of  forest  rangers  and  forest 
Bupervisors  is  low.  Their  public  service  to  luisbeamien,  etockmea,  game 
lovers,  and  seekers  of  recreation  in  the  wild,  is  high.  I covet  for 
these  men  the  p^iychic  income  of  intelligent,  public  appreciation  to 
make  up  for  that  v,'hich  they  will  never  get  in  terms  of  money.” 

(MORS) 


AHNOUNCSH  CONT'D: 


Jim  Hobbins,  the  'sreteran  forest  ranger  in  charge  of  the 
Pine  Cone  District  has  bad  many  experiences  of  this  hind.  He  has 
frequently  as  a disinterested  third  party  essayed  advice  vihioh  has  helped 
to  patch  up  personal  disputes  but  he  has  steadfastly  refused  to  become  ■ 
a party  to  the  oontrovsr&ies  when  national  forest  administration  was 
not  involved® 

As  we  tune  in  at  the  Pine  Cone  Banger  Station  we  find  Jia 
very  much  disturbed  by  a letter  he  has  ji-ist  received  from  his  Immediate 
superior,  the  Forest  Supervisor® 


JIM: 

JSRRY: 

JIM: 

JEHHY: 

JIMr 

JSRHY: 


Hmimrim  - Hmmm  ~ Weil,  the  dirty  rascal® 

What  *3  the  matter  Jim? 

A letter  from  Supervisor  Ellsworth  - says  charges  have  been 
preferred  against  me® 

Charges  against  youJ  - What  for?  •»  Who’s  making  ’em? 

Stanley  Bright <> 

Stanley  Bright?  - Wliy  v/hat’e  the  matter  with  him?  - 
I thought  he  was  a good  friend  of  ours® 


JIM: 


JEHPJ : 

JiM: 

JEERY : 


Listen  to  this  “ ‘Ihis  is  a copy  of  Bright’s  l.stter.  Ke 
makes  a long  rambling  statement  about  the  rights  of  the 
local  settlers  and  ends  up  with  this  - 

“Ranger  Robbins  is  owned  body  and  so’ol  by  the  big 
interests.  Anything  the  Winding  Creek  Lwfiber  Company,  ox 
the  Broadacree  Gompany  or  the  big  sheep  or  cattle  outfits 


want  from  him,  they  get,  but  whenever  one  of  us  settlers 
who  is  strxiggling  to  nu^-ke  a living  in  the  National  Forest 


wants  anything  we  are  told  it  Is  againt^t  the  xegul^oionso 
There  are  others  besides  me  who  have  been  turned  down 
when  we  have  asked  for  oui-  rights  and  I demands  !<>  liist 
Mro  Robbins  be  removed  from  office o 3o  'Fnat  a full  and 


impartial  inveetigation  of  his  office  be  made  by  somebody 
who  woh®t  ^ust  come  out  here  and  whitewash  him,  and  c©  That 
a new  ranger  be  put  in  charge  of  the  Pine  Cone  District 
who  doesn’t  have  a lot  of  friends  to  play  favorites  tOo  X 
9in  writing  to  you  Mr.  Ellsworth  as  Si^ervieor  of  this 
forest  to  give  you  a chance  to  do  the  right  thing.  If  you 
dc  not  take  prompt  action  in  this  matter  X shall  be 
obliged  to  take  the  case  up  with  higher  authorities. 

’fell,  can  you  beat  that  and  from  Stanley  Bright  too.  irh.pt’e 


ae  driving  at  anyway? 

v/ello  be  don’t  mention  It  in  his  letter  but  it's  that  row 
he's  having  with  Starr  about  the  electric  power  lineo 
What  row  is  that? 
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JIM: 

JERRY: 

JIM; 

JERRY 

JERRY; 

JIM; 

JERRY; 

JIM: 

JERRY: 

JIM; 


I guess  I forgot  to  tell  you.  About  a month  ago  Bright 
came  to  me  and  wanted  me  to  order  Starr  to  remove  the 
power  line  from  his  homestead. 

But  you  couldn’t  do  that  - the  Broadacres  Company  has  a 
right-of-way. 

Yeah,  but  he  thought  I could.  He  claimed  he  had  a verbal 
agreement  with  Starr  that  the  Company  would  furnish  him 
electricity  free  of  charge.  The  Company  refuses  to  do  it 
and  Bright  wanted  me  to  force  them  to. 

(LAUGHS)  (SARCASTICALLY)  Fat  ciiance  of  making  that  outfit 
do  anything  they  don’t  have  to. 

I7hat  are  you  going  to  do  about  it? 

Wells  it  has  always  been  my  practice  when  I hear  that 
anyone  is  dissatisfied  with  me  to  go  and  see  him.  So 
I'm  going  up  to  see  Bright  today,  and  i*m  going  to  take 
you  with  me  Jerry  as  a witness. 

You  don’t  think  Stanley  will  get  hostile  do  you? 

Oh  no  - nothing  like  that  but  I don’t  want  any 
misunderstanding  later  about  what  is  said  so  I want  you  to 
go  along  and  pay  strict  attention  to  everything  that  is 
said. 

Are  you  going  to  take  those  charges  with  you?  I’d  make 
him  prove  every  one  of  them. 

I don’t  v;ant  any  argument  with  him  but  I hope  I can  convince 
him  he  has  made  a mistake.  Let’s  drive  tip  in  the  pick-t5)o 


Fage  . 


fFASEQUl*  - MU3I0  ~ FADSI3I.1 
( 8QMD  OF  CAR  RUMIHO) 

JIM:  Ease  up  a little  Jerry  - You  drive  as  if  ws  were  going  to 


JERRY: 


JIM: 


JERRY; 

JIM: 


JERRY: 


a fire. 

(LAtlOHS)  Have  to  keep  in  practice  you  know. 

Well,  there's  Bright's  gate  - you'll  have  to  slow  down  for 

that.  - Look  out  there  - 

Don’t  need  to  - the  gate's  open  - 

Jerry,  you're  either  the  world's  best  or  the  world's  worst 
driver o Hobody  else  could  have  made  that  turn. 

Yuh  don't  call  this  fast  driving  do  yvUciJ  Hope  Stanley’s 


JIM: 


home. 

There  he  is  out  by  the  corral.  See  if  you  can  stop 


without  hitting  it. 


( GAR  SLOWS  DOWN  - STOPS) 


BRIGHT: 


(off)  Howdy  men  » what’s  the  matter  - got  a fire  some 


JIM: 

JERRY; 

BRIGHT; 

JERRY 

BRIGHT; 


JIM: 


place? 

Wo,  Jerry's  just  doing  some  fancy  driving. 

Hello,  Mr.  Bri^t. 

{VERY  FRIENDLY)  Where  d'yuh  get  that  Mr._,3rig^  stuff, 
Jerry?  I’m  always  Stan  to  all  my  friends. 

Well,  I didn't  know  whether  we  are  in  that  class  Stan. 

Oh  shore  now  - yuh  know  I'm  always  with  yuh  100  percent. 
Get  out  and  come  in. 

No,  we  just  drovs  over  to  see  you  tor  a minute. 


BRIOHT: 


JERKY: 

BRIGHT: 


JIM: 


BRIGHT: 


JIM: 


BRIGHT: 


JIM: 

BRIGHT: 


Well  you  may  ae  well  come  la.  I^m  flxia'  to  brand  a few 
calves.  Then  we'll  have  dinner  after  awhile. 

Row’s  the  Dude  business  Stan? 

Pretty  slow  right  now.  That  cold  rainy  spell  last  week 
drove  'em  all  out.  Expectin'  a nice  crowd  out  for  the 
hunting  season  though. 

(clears  throat)  Well  Stanley,  what  I came  over  to  see  you 
about  I got  a letter  from  the  Supervisor  this  morning 
transmitting  a copy  of  your  chargee  against  mco 
Oh,  well  now  Jim  you  understand  there  ain't  nothin'  personal 
about  ito  You  and  me’s  always  been  good  friendso 
That's  just  the  reason  I can't  xanderstand  those  charges . 
Seems  to  me  they  are  mighty  personal.  You  accuse  me  of  all 
kinds  of  skullduggery  and  demand  my  - 

You  kin  believe  me  Jim.  ■=»  They  ain't  nothing  personal  about 
it  “ but  you  can  see  how  I'm  up  against  it  here.  This 
fellow  Starr  and  his  outfit  can  run  right  over  me  and  I 
can't  do  a thing.  They  promised  to  furnish  me  free 
electricity  if  I'd  give  'em  a right  of  way  for  their  line  - 
now  they  won't  do  a thing  about  it. 

So  that's  the  basis  for  your  charges  « 

Well,  there's  other  things  too  but  I a.in't  sayin*  what  they 
are  now  ~ You  ain't  done  the  right  thing  oy  me  - one  word 
from  you  and  the  Company  would  have  to  put  the  lights  in  my 
house  or  move  that  line  off 'n  my  place. 


4 


JUJl: 


BRIGHT? 

JERRY: 

BRIGHT: 

( CAR  DRimSS 

STARR: 

JIM: 

STARR: 

BRIGHT: 

STARR; 

JIM: 

BRIGHT : 

JIT4: 


(chuckles)  Well  Stanley  you're  endowing  me  with  all  the 
powers  of  the  Courts.  If  your  right-of-way  agreement  calls 
for  electric  service  the  Court  can  compel  them  to  give  it 
to  you  - 

(ANGRILY)  Don't  talk  about  the  courts  to  me  - you  know  I 
can't  law  against  that  big  outfit.  They're  just  a bunch  a 
crooks.  - Starr  and  all  the  rest  of  'em  - 
Here  comes  Mr.  Starr  now  - 

He  better  not  come  in  here.  I told  him  to  get  off  my  place 
and  stay  off  and  take  his  power  line  with  'inio 

ujp  and  stops) 

(OFF)  Hello  men  - 
Hello  Starr  - 

(COMING  up)  I called  the  ranger  station  and  your  wife 
told  me  you  were  over  here.  I want  to  see  you  Jim  about 
some  - 

I thought  I told  you  Starr  to  stay  off  my  place  - 
Well,  if  you  feel  that  way  about  it  I will  get  off.  Will 
you  come  over  to  camp  Jim  when  you  get  through  here? 

Sure  - might  as  well  go  over  now. 

That’s  rights  If  the  big  outfit  wants  something  you're 
right  Johnny-on-the-spot  but  when  one  of  us  settlers  wants 
something  yuh  can't  do  a thing  - 

Bright,  can't  you  see  that  this  is  not  a matter  that  I have 
a thing  to  do  with?  It's  entirely  a private  matter  between 
you  and  the  company. 
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BRiaHT: 

Yeah  a private  matter,  eh?  But  if  I go  out  there  and  pull 

that  power  line  over  you'll  be  right  on  my  neck  as  quick  as 

anybody o 

STARR: 

Let  me  warn  you  to  stay  away  from  that  line  Why,  man  that 

line  carries  22,000  volts  - you  fool  with  that  and  if  you 

don’t  get  killed  you'll  bum  yourself  out. 

BRIGIHT: 

Now  you  threaten  me. 

STARR: 

No  sir,  I’m  not  threatening  you  ~ I call  these  rangers  to 

witness  I haven’t  threatened  you,  I’m  just  warning  you  of 

danger  on  that  right-of-way. 

BHIcmT: 

That  right-of-way  is  my  land  and  I’m  servin'  notice  on  you 

to  take  your  line  off. 

STARR: 

You  forget  Bright  that  we  have  a deed  to  that  right-of-way 

and  it's  on  record. 

BRIGHT: 

You  haven't  paid  for  it  and  by  thunder  your  contract’s  no 

good  ’till  you  pay  the  consideration. 

STARR: 

The  Company  stands  ready  to  fulfill  its  contract  any  time 

you  are  ready  to  do  your  part. 

BRIGHT: 

(sneering)  Yeah,  anytime  1 pay  you  |5000  - can  you  beat 

that,  Jim?  - They  come  and  take  over  my  land  and  then 

demand  I pay  the  15000, 

JIM: 

Let  me  get  the  straight  of  this  argument.  You  fellows  seem 

to  be  going  around  in  circles. 

J^HRY: 

(LAUGHS)  I’ve  been  trying  to  make  sense  of  it  but  it  all 

soimds  screwy  to  me  - 
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BRIGHT: 

Well,  there *8  nothing  funnsr  about  it«  I’m  going  to  have  my 

rights  and  I mean  bueinesso 

STARR: 

Well,  I’ll  tell  you  Jim  what  the  deal  was.  I offered  a cash 

settlement  for  the  right  of  way  but  Bright  wanted  free  service 

in  all  his  building.  I agreed  to  it  on  condition  that  he  pay 

for  his  installatioHo 

BRIGHT: 

Just  a technicality  tuh  weasel  out  of  ito 

STARR: 

You  can  figure  it  out  yourself  Jim.  That  line  carries 

82,000  volts 0 To  put  service  into  his  house  we  got  to  build 

a transfoniner  station  and  step  it  down  to  a hundred  and  ten 

volts o It  may  cost  all  the  way  from  three  to  five  thousand 

dollars.  The  Company  asked  him  to  deposit  the  money  before 

it  does  the  worko 

BRIGHT: 

This  Company  asks  3 to  5 thousand  and  it  ain’t  worth  #50.  Thej 

figure  they  can  pull  that  racket  and  beat  me  out  of  it  but  they 

can’t. 

STARR: 

Well,  I’m  still  authorized  to  make  a cash  settlement  with  you 

if  you'll  be  reasonable.  But  we  won’t  buy  the  ranch. 

BRIGHT: 

Our  bargain  wasn’t  for  cash  ~ it  was  for  electric  lights  an' 

that’s  what  I’m  goin'  to  have. 

JIM: 

Why  sure,  why  don’t  you  fix  him  up  Starr? 

STARR: 

(SHARPLY)  What  d’ya  mean? 

JIM: 


bright; 

STARR: 
BRIGHT : 

STARR: 

JIM: 


STARR; 


Well,  it’s  none  of  my  business  but  if  you’re  authorized  to 
pay  him  off,  why  don’t  you  buy  him  a lighting  outfit  of  hie 
own?  Wouldn’t  cost  eiiy  more'n  the  rigat-of-wa3r  is  worth. 

You  don’t  want  to  fool  with  that  hot  head  Stanley.  Whj*"  don’t 
^’“ou  let  him  put  you  in  a nioe  little  outfit  of  your  own? 

Well  he  never  offered  to  do  aasrthing  like  that. 

I’m  making  you  the. offer  right  now,  what  d’yuh  say? 

Well  - I reckon  that'd  be  all  right  If  you’ll  put  me  in  a first 
class  outfit. 

The  best  on  the  market. 

You  might  even  send  over  a couple  of  those  electricians  of 
yours  some  day  when  Vaej^xe  resting  and  have  ’em  wire  his 
buildings  for  ’im  eh? 

Say^  where  do  you  come  in  on  this  business? 


( JIM  Am)  JSREY  LAUGH) 


JIM: 


ST.4RH; 

jmt 

BRIGHT: 

3TAHR: 


Oh,  I’m  just  an  innocent  by^stander.  I’m  getting  some  of  the 
brlck“bats  from  the  fight  but  I don’t  have  a thing  to  do  with 
it. 

(GOOD  HATUREDLY)  Well,  all  right,  Jim,  I’ll  do  that  too. 
Well,  what  do  you  say  Stanley? 

It’s  jake  with  me. 

All  right,  let’s  all  go  over  to  ray  office  and  we’ll  fix  the 
deal  1:5)0 

(CALLING)  Hey  you  boys  go  ahead  with  that  brandin’  I got 
some  business  to  ’tend  to. 


BRIGHT; 


J c> 


VOICSS: 

STARR; 

JIM: 

BRIC3HT; 

JERRY: 


BRICM: 

JIM; 


BRIGHT: 

STARR: 

(FADS  OUT) 
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(off)  All  right  boss  « Oh  fcoBS« 

You  can  all  ride  In  my  car  ~ come  on  get  in  - 

Well  after  the  ride  Jerry  gave  me  coming  over  - I think 

I’d  rather  tinist  my  life  with  you* 

Yeah  ~ me  tooo 

Well,  I'll  follow  along  with  the  pick  npo  You’ll  be  glad 
to  ride  with  me  coming  backo  (CAR  DOOR  SLAJ^S)  (SOUND  OF 
STARTER  AND  MOTOR) 

(LOW  YOICE)  How  about  that  letter  to  the  Supervisor  Jim« 

I don’t  think  « 

(CHUCKLES)  Go  ahead  « press  your  chs^rges  if  you  want  to 
Stanley  -»  I thought  from  the  way  that  letter  read,  somebody 
might  have  a grievance  against  mec 
Ho  Jim,  I'm  sure  obliged  to  yuh  ■» 

I’m  glad  to  get  this  business  settled  •»  I don’t  like  to 
have  trouble  with  anybody  - 


A.NNQUHCER ; Stra.uge  about  us  stubborn  humans.  Most  of  our  disputes 
could  easily  be  settled  by  sane  and  sensible  compromises.  It  usually 
takes  a level-headed  third,  party  to  make  the  compromise  suggestion 
attractive  to  both  parties.  The  forest  rangers  are  frequently  called  upon 

• to  play  the  role  of  peacemakers  in  private  disputes. 

Uncle  Sam’s  Forest  Rangers  will  be  with  you  again  next 
Friday*.  This  program  was  presented  by  the  National  Broadcasting  Company, 

• with  the  cooperation  of  the  United  States  Forest  Service. 

er:9:50  AM 
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